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WEDDING GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS

1. Introduction
A wedding is one of the most significant events in a person’s life because the person takes on a unique and permanent status of life.  For Catholics, Marriage is one of the seven Sacraments through which God comes to His people and His people are brought to Him.  The Sacrament of Marriage performed in a Catholic Church is indissoluble except by death.

The Church treats weddings with the utmost care and respect because marriage is a Sacrament. Therefore, we expect the bride and groom to treat the Sacrament of Marriage with the utmost care and respect.  All members of the Church are also expected to show the same care and respect for the wedding ceremony.  

2. Setting of Date and Time
A. Contacting the parish to reserve the date and time.
According to the rules of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, a couple wishing to be married must contact the local parish at least six (6) months before the date of the wedding.  NOTE: This is the minimum requirement for weddings without impediments.  Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church strongly advises couples contemplating marriage to contact the parish before booking the wedding reception halls and making other arrangements.  Failure to do so may result in you not being able to have your wedding on the desired date.

Contact is established by the parties completing the “Application for Marriage” Form (attached to this packet) and returning it to the parish office.  You will be contacted by an assigned priest or a deacon to make arrangements for the marriage preparation meetings.  Usually, a priest or deacon is assigned by rotation unless a specific priest/deacon is requested.

Please note the following:

1. The six (6) month requirement begins only at the time of the first meeting.
2. The date of the wedding cannot be set before the first meeting.

B. Officiant other than a Priest or Deacon from Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church. 
The couple contemplating marriage may request a priest or a deacon other than those assigned at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church; however, the officiant in question must be approved by the pastor.  Furthermore, it is the responsibility of the officiant to prepare the couple for marriage.  Completed paperwork must be submitted to Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church two (2) weeks before the wedding date.

C. Location of Wedding Ceremony
Generally, a wedding should take place in the parish church of either the bride or groom.  Our parish priests and deacons normally perform all weddings at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church, however, they will travel to other churches when requested to do so.  The priest or deacon that will preside at your wedding will also prepare you for marriage.  Furthermore, the priest or deacon who presides at your wedding is responsible for obtaining all dispensations, permissions, and documents needed. 
 
D. Time of Wedding
Weddings can take place at any time the church is available, except Saturday from 2pm until 5:30 pm and all day on Sunday.

3. Wedding Party
In ordinary circumstances, there is no limit to the number of people who can participate in your wedding ceremony.  However, couples who have already contracted a civil marriage and wish to have their marriage validated are to keep the wedding party and ceremony at a minimum.  This applies to 50th Wedding Anniversaries as well.

No child under three (3) years of age is allowed to have an active role in the ceremony (ring bearer, flower girl, etc…).

4. Wedding Ceremony
A. Rehearsal
The wedding rehearsal is held at the time mutually agreed upon by the couple and the officiant.  Please remind all who attend the rehearsal and wedding in Church that we expect them to show due reverence to Our Lord, who is present in the Tabernacle behind the altar.  Eating, drinking, and smoking is not allowed inside of the Church.  Alcohol, illicit drugs, and individuals under the influence of alcohol or illicit drugs are not allowed on our property.  Failure to abide by these guidelines will result in the immediate dismissal of the offending wedding party member.

Due reverence to Our Lord must be shown by wearing proper Sunday church attire for both the rehearsal and the wedding ceremony.


 
B. Marriage License	
The parties are responsible for obtaining the marriage license from the State of Louisiana.  Please note that the officiant may not perform a marriage ceremony until twenty-four (24) hours have elapsed since the issuance of the marriage license. The marriage license is valid for thirty (30) days after issuance.  The parties are to give the marriage license to the officiant at least one (1) week before the rehearsal.

C. Music
If you choose to have music at the wedding ceremony, please be sure that you have your liturgical music approved by the Church.  

Music Suggestions:

Note:  Music selections may be interchanged!!!!

Preludes:  1.  Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place – Wolfe
2.  How Beautiful – Twila Paris
3.  Theme from Ice Castles [Through the Eyes of Love] – Sager &   Hamlisch

Parents/Grandparents:  1.   Turn Around – Noel Paul Stookey
2. Sunrise, Sunset – from “Fiddler on the Roof”
3. Air on the G String [Arioso] – J. S. Bach

Wedding Party:	1.    Wedding Song [There is Love] – Noel Paul Stookey
			2,    Air from Water Music - Handel 
3.    Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring – J. S. Bach
			4.   Canon in D [Pachebel’s Canon] – J. Pachebel

BRIDE:	Trumpet Voluntary [Prince of Denmark’s March] – J. Clarke – Recommended

OFFERTORY:	1.  On Eagles’ Wings – J. Michael Joncas
		2.  One Bread, One Body – J. Foley, S.J.
		3.  Song of Thanksgiving – D. Ducote
		4.  Panis Angelicus – C. Franck
		5.  Like a Seal on Your Heart – C. Landry
		6.  Taste and See – J. Moore
		7.  Look Beyond – D. Ducote
		8.  Wherever You Go – Gregory R. Norbert

MARIAN:	1.  Ave Maria – F. Schubert or C. Gounod
		2.  Hail Mary, Gentle Woman – C. Landry
		3.  Mother Mary, Queen of Peace – Hargrove & Clopton

RECESSIONAL:	1.  Wedding March – F. Mendelssohn
			2.  Trumpet Tune and Air – H. Purcell
			3.  Festal March, from “Rinaldo” – G. F. Handel
	
Our Lady of Prompt Succor has a pianist/organist and a cantor, but you are not obligated to use them.  If you choose to use them, you may contact them at:
	
Maria Troxclair (Pianist/Organist) 504-234-1327
	Lisa DeHarde (Cantor) 504-258-8151
	
Flowers and other Arrangements
	Flowers
Flowers are allowed according to the couple’s choice; however, DURING LENT, ONLY TWO ARRANGEMENTS ARE ALLOWED FOR THE ALTAR AND MUST BE TAKEN WITH YOU AT THE END OF THE CEREMONY.  

Church Décor
Our Lady of Prompt Succor’s sanctuary is decorated according to the liturgical seasons and feasts.  These decorations are part of any liturgical celebration and will remain in place for your wedding.  Please do NOT ask for the liturgical decorations to be moved or taken down.

Fees/Stipends
	
	Church Fees – ALL weddings are $500.00 for parishioners; and
$800.00 for non-parishioners 
One-half of the church fee is required when the couple formally books the wedding ceremony.  The couple can ONLY book the wedding after they have had their first meeting with the assigned clergy and that clergy has given them permission to proceed with booking the wedding.  The deposit is non-refundable.  We accept cash or checks made payable to Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church.  The balance is due one month before the wedding date.  Please note that the fees associated with your music, your flowers and any fees or stipends made to the clergy/wedding coordinator are NOT included in these figures.

	Altar Server’s Stipend
If the wedding takes place with a Mass, you will need two altar servers.  The church will provide the altar servers upon request only.  The couple is to give each server a stipend of $25.00.  The stipend for each altar server is to be placed in an envelope and given to the officiant at the time of the rehearsal.

If the couple wishes to provide their own servers, these servers must have experience at serving Mass and must be present at the rehearsal.

	Priests’ Stipend
The couple is responsible to give the priest or deacon a stipend.  This stipend is not included in the Church fee. The priest/deacon’s stipend for weddings at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church is $300.00 and due the week of the wedding.

Wedding Coordinator Stipend
The couple is responsible to give the Wedding Coordinator (Jeanine Pellegrini) the stipend.  The stipend is not included in the Church fee.  The Wedding coordinator stipend for weddings at Our Lady of Prompt Succor is $200.00 and due the week of the wedding.


Miscellaneous
	Photography
Videotaping and still photography is allowed.  Photographers and camera person(s) are to meet with the officiant before the wedding.  In general, they are to make themselves quiet and inconspicuous during the ceremony.  They are also to remain out of the sanctuary except when the couple receives communion and when they sign the marriage papers.  THE TIME LIMIT FOR TAKING PICTURES IN CHURCH AFTER THE WEDDING CEREMONY IS 15 MINUTES.

Aisle Runners
We do NOT allow aisle runners.

Compliance with Insurance Regulations
Rice, confetti, bubbles, seeds, petals, etc… are NOT allowed inside or outside the church.

Pews
For your information, there are 20 pews front to back down the center aisle.

Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church reserves the right to alter any of its wedding policies or regulations as deemed necessary.







OUR LADY OR PROMPT SUCCOR CHURCH
2320 Paris Road
Chalmette, Louisiana 70043
Tel (504) 271-3441    Fax (504) 271-2927
Website: www.olps-chalmette.org
email: info@olps-chalmette.org
APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE
Requested Day/Date						For Office Use Only:
								Date Received:__________________
                                                     				Received by:_______________________
								Clergy Assigned:____________________
								Date entered in book:________________
								Amount of Deposit:__________________

		Groom							Bride
	Name:
	Name:


	Telephone (H)                            Other:
	Telephone (H)                             Other:


	Address:
	Address:



	Date of Birth:
	Date of Birth:

	Religion:
	Religion:

	Church of Baptism:
	Church of Baptism:

	Place of Baptism (city):
	Place of Baptism (city):


	Occupation:
	Occupation:


	Education (last completed grade):
	Education (last completed grade):

	Father’s Name:
	Father’s Name:


	Mother’s Maiden Name:
	Mother’s Maiden Name:


	Ever been married in any form before:
	Ever been married in any form before:

	If YES, then how many times?
	If Yes, then how many times?

	How long have you been courting/going out?
	How long have you been courting/going out?

	                _______Year(s)  ______Month(s)
	                _______Year(s)  ______Month(s)


		Groom							Bride
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	Why do you wish to be married in the Catholic Church?
	Why do you wish to be married in the Catholic Church?
















	Are you a practicing Catholic?  That is, do you attend Mass regularly and frequent the Sacrament of Penance and Eucharist?  If not, state the reason(s).
	Are you a practicing Catholic?  That is, do you attend Mass regularly and frequent the Sacrament of Penance and Eucharist?  If not, state the reason(s).



















Verification and Acknowledgment:
I hereby confirm that all of the above information is the truth to the best of my knowledge.

             AND
I hereby acknowledge that I have read the Wedding Guidelines and Regulations of Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church and will abide by it.

_________________________________________			________________________________
		Groom								Bride
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